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Joshua Tree National Park is known for its amazing vegetation, stunning rock 

formations, and pristine dark skies. The park was even honored with Dark Sky Park 

status by the International Dark-Sky Association, and ranks among the best national 

parks for stargazing. 

Once you arrive in the national park at night, you'll see that the whole park is one 

gigantic stargazing spot. The National Park Service has three general guidelines for 

stargazing in Joshua Tree: 

1. If you are not staying overnight in Joshua Tree, you can use any of the

roadside pullouts to safely move your car off the road and stargaze from

these areas. Do not move more than 20 feet from your car, as you'll have

limited visibility and the terrain can be uneven.

2. While camping in Joshua Tree, most campgrounds have good stargazing

right in the area. If you explore the area, be sure to bring lights and water

and be aware that terrain may change suddenly beyond the camping area.

3. If you are exploring the backcountry in Joshua Tree, you will need to

register for a backcountry permit from the National Park Service and note

your intended route and destination. Backcountry areas are not open after

dark unless you have a permit.

Most visitors to Joshua Tree fall into the first two categories, so you shouldn't need 

to roam far from your car or campsite to have an amazing view of the night sky. 
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